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* - to one of his FRIENDS in'the 
_ Convention. 


© MyLord, | 
; Ince you ſeem ſurpriz'd that I anſwered not the Letter in which your Lp. ſoearneſtly 


prelt-to ſee me 8t £0»der and; at the Convention, in my place in the Houſe of Peers : 

you will-nndoudtedly be more ſurpriz'd to underſtand now, that the Letter from 

the Houſe which | have received as well as the reſt of the Lords, who ſtay in the 
Gountry yvropght no more upon me, than the many reaſons alledged by your Lp. To deal 
ingenuoully,I will freely tell you, that it abſolutely confirm'd me in my former Reſolution 
to tarry at Home, and have nothing todo with your Aſſembly, ſtrongly ſuſpefing that we 
were ſcat for; -only for Forms ſake, and that nothing was fear'd more, than a full Houſe 
of Lords ; for your Lp. (I fuppoſe ) will agree with me, that, if we had all come up, you 
would not have been able to carry every thing according to the Pleaſure of your new King, 
fince the Vote of the Houſe of Commons prevailing with much adoe by bare two or three 
Voices, he was-forced to make uſe of Threats and Promiſes to gain eight or ten more to paſs 
it. You will eaſily believe that I and the greateſt part of thoſe who remain in the Country, 
would not have Voted on that fide : And therefore I leave it with you to judge whether your 
ſelf and ſome ſixty more, who Voted with you could have carried it nk above one hun- 

" Ered and fifty who have had no hand in your Doings - Wherefore 1 could not but perceive, 
that when they made Letters be written to us in the Name of the Upper-houſe,and engaged 
our particular Friends to-urge our repair to London, they mock'd both them and us, and 
feared nothing fo much as to ſee all the Peers of the Kingdom aſſembled. For then, reſolu- 

tions {o extravagant,and ſo contrary to the good of the Nation, as have been taken, would- 

-never have paſt. I pardon thoſe of meaner extrattion, as —— who being ſenſible they- 
were the firſt of their Race honoured with the Title of Lord, and made equal to thoſe in 
whoſe Families heretofore they would haye been glad to have liv'd, were the moſt eager to 
give the full ſwing to their new Honour, which they have ſoill acknowledged from the King 
who gave it. 1 likewiſe Pardon the Lords, -— —- whom the un $ of their Condi- 
tion has caſt into the wrong fide, and thoſe -who have been drawn in,. they themſelves, as 
it often happens among us, not well knowing why. But I muſt confeſs I underſtand not 
how divers-orhers, .no ways ſubject to the ſame temptations, could be tainted with Baſeneſs 

| enough, to engage in an attempt ſo black and abonunableas it is, to renounce the Obedi- 
ence,which by Nature and Oath they owe toa lawful King only, to become Slaves to the 

Prince of Orange. | 

'Tis likely another would: tell me I ſpeak like a Papi, and an Advocate for Arbitrary 
Power, byt you well know that I am of the Church of England, and that I have been ſo 
lixtle employed in publick Matters, and fo little Favoured, ſince the death of His late Ma- 
jeſty,rhat I 2m not liable to the ſuſpicion of Partiality.” Tis true,I have not only unconcerned- 
ly obſerv'd, but ſometimes prais'd the Kings zeal to favour his Papits as much as he conld, 
for Talways thought, and ſo, to-your knowledge did many of our Friends, that the Prote- 
ſtant Religion had nothing to fear, and- that the noiſy Deligns to deſtroy it were no more 
than imaginary. 1 was always perſuaded, and {till am, that more improper means to ad- 
vance Popery could not be taken, then thote which were; and fo it would never fink into my 
Head that there was any harm towards Proreftant Religzon in all thoſe Alarms which ſtart- 
led many Religions Prereſtants.who by their own Fears,and the Artifice of thoſe who care not 
one pin torR-ligion, have been _ in the preſent doings, of which I doubt, weſhall nor 
ſee an endſo ſoon. Pray, my Lord, could a Man of ſenſe be alarmed at an Embaſſy to Rome 
when we knew the Ambaſſador fo well as we did ? And knew the firlt thing he did at Rome, 
was to fall out with good Cardinal Howard, and all that were able to inſtrut him in what 
might conduce to his purpoſe? NuncioDeda too was a likely man to endanger the Reforma- 
tion : I for my part, could never believe otherwiſe, but that he dreamt moreof a Red Cap, 
than making Converts. Had he been put to defend his Religion againſt our Biſhops, in 
what a caſe would he have been, whoſe Divinity ſtretcht no farther, then to exclaim per- 
lly againſt, and al ro be Heretick: the French, often to the Scandal, and ſometimes 
| . Laughter of the Company, eſpecially when he would take upon him to play the Door : 
>. Tomy thinking molt of the Papiſts were much diſcontented and lighted-him among them- 
+ ſelves, at leaſt ſome have told me, that the Pope himſelf was ill fatisfied with him, and 
” would recall him, but fincc hedid ut nor, it mult necds he that he either ill underſtood the 
" Affairs of Eng121d, or carcd little for them. TR it be theſe are the only hands,through 
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which paſt all the Traffick betwixt England 5 ; FB whereof the one bronght as bad Re- 
lations from thence, as the other ſent-from henc*: And we may couclude, that ths the re- 
union gh; thetwo-Charches were pollible, it would never be, by the Politicks) of the Am- 
baſladgr, or Learning pf tieaGio. Fi ALONE. tt 4335 1.99 | 
'Thear what is ſaid of the $285 uipenſing with the Teſt, hisemploying and advancing 
jt+to yery confidgrable'Placesz hisfilling his Army with them, and his deſign of ſup- 

ing our Religi6n and Liberty by then; and I Know how much it has been, endeavour- 

ed this laſt twelve Months to heighten theſe things and fright us all. . To ſay.the'Truth, I 
muſt acknowledge I was my ſelf for ſometime of the number of 'thoſt who-believed there 
might be ſomething in it : But it is now but too plain, that there was nothing. For had 
the King taken ſuch Meaſures for ſuch a purpoſe, he had not been ſo ſhamefully betrayed, 
whereas truſting to Proteſtants, he has hardly found a Man who would venture his Life for 
Himy--in good Faith, my Lord, the injury we have done our Religion, grievesme ſtrangely; 
For-what Prince will ever traſt us more, when all the Declarations of our Church and Uni. 
verſities, our Oaths, and whatever.is moſt Sacred among Men, bind us no longer then we 
think fit ? Our Biſhops and Clergyas often as they Preach againſt Papifts and reproach the 
inconſiſtancy of their Doftrine 'with the Duty of Subjets to their Soveraign,: are ſure to 
meet with an Anſwer ; and 1 fancy there will fine Comments be made on a Coronation Ser- 
moy,. the Dean of Canterbury's Letter to my Lord Ruſſel, and the Oxford Cenſures, &c. 1 
conteſs to you I know not what to'ſfay, ſave that all good Proreſtants will look upon thoſe 
who have hurried:your Convention into ſuch Extremities, as Rebels, inſenſible of Religion 
or Law, and that asexcuſable as many honeſt diſſenting Men among the Commons may be, 
the reſt will. not be reckoned among the true Children of the Church of England, nor of her 
Communion. - I am thinking to write of this matter to a Biſhop a Learned and an Honeſt 
Man, tho | believe I know his mind by my own before hand. If the Teas among you al- 
leadged reaſons of weight enough to filence all the ſcruples, which the Caſe muſt needs raiſe, 
you will much oblige me to acquaint me with them, For I declare to you, that as little as 
I pretend to Learning, fancy Iam-Schollar enough to be pretty well aſſured there was none 
to beallcadged able to farisfy a Man who has never ſo little ſmack of the Duty of Chriſtia- 
nity.; -but ſtrangely. perſuade my ſelf there Votes were grounded upon the deteſtable 
mazimes of Doleman; and Buchanan, Knox, Goodwin, Milton, and ſuch Presbyterian Saints, 
whotfe/Books, as often as they have been forbidden and condemned by the Parliaments and 
Ghurch of England, I expett ſhould now be Re-printed by order of the Convention, not 
that] believe the leading Gentlemen troubled-themfelyes at this time much with ſcruples : 
Lhere is no better remedy againſt the Diſeaſe, than-that Fanatical ſpirit which was pre- 
dominant in your Aſſembly, chiefly in-the Houſe of Commons, made up for the moſt part 
of Non-Conformiſt Presbyterians, who by the Laws of Q. Elizabeth and later Statutes ought 
to havg been excluded. Bur let your new King alone for that matter, let him once be but 
ſteady in; his Throne, he will quickly bring in more Chriſtian Principles among you : 
Tho my Lords the Biſhops, 1 am perſuaded, will be the firſt Reformed, according to the 
primitive-Apoſtolick Pattern, and” being eaſed 'of the heavy load of uſeleſs Riches, and 
worldly Honours, reduced,according to'my Lord Shaftsbury's wiſh,to a Penſion of bare 100 /. 
per Annum ;, ſome of them,to my grief,deſerve it but too well, and if I ſhould reſolve to make 
one amonglt you, I will not anſwer I ſhall Vote againſt it, But I declare to you, I ſhall 
concur in nothing elſe, and it ſhall be no fault of mine if thoſe Lords with whom I have any 
credit; ;joyn not to undoe all you have done as ſoon, asthe Nation, which I hope it quick- 
ly will, ſhall op:n its Eyes and become ſenſible of the infamy which your Convention has 

thrown upon it. 

The truth is, there need no meeting for the matter. For that were to ſuppoſe ſome An- 


 thority in what you have done, whereas it has none : and is every way extravagant. You 


muſt needs have loſt your Wits, if. you imagine we ſhall ever take the Votes of your Houſes 
for Laws. You will know that England acknowledges no. other Law, but thoſe which are 
made by Lawful- Authority, that is, by the King in/Parltament. *Searchs all Parliaments, 
fearch g)bCourt-Rolls, there are no other to be found. 1 appeal to the very Lawyers, who, 
after thty/had been of Councel to all the Seditious Men ; and Conſpirators of late times, 
were choſen to be yonrs. Theſe Famous Lawyers and you your ſelves, know that no Autho- 
rity but the King's alone, can call the Peers and Commons together, and you acknowledg'd 
it, by not daring at firſt, to take the Name of Parliament upon you. You are therefore Con- 
v2ned by the bare Authority of the Prince of Orange, and that Authority you gave him, tho' 
you bad-none to give him.; Put caſe you had, he was incapable either to receive or- exer- 
ciſe it, For having enter'd the Kingdom in Arms, Declared againſt the King, and attemp- 
ted upon His Sacred Perſon and Liberty ; he incurred the Crime of High Treaſon, and for- 
feited all his Rights, Honours and Prerogatives in caſe he be a Subject ; If he be not, he is 
a publick Enemy, and againſt whom the Nation is bound to ſtand by the King, and'not to 
obey him under pain of High Treaſon. And yet this is the Authority by which you fit, and 
which by your own confeſſion cannot take an Afſembly, ſuch as our Laws call a Partia- 


ment. And yet this-notwithſtanding your Convention, which, ſtretch irs Power to _ 
3% 1 moſt, 


: 


nioſt; cinogt tend to more than Parliament Power, has done what no Lawful Parliq- 
- Mentever 


it do ; Judgetheir King; Declar'd His forc'd Retreat,to be ah Abdication of 
' the Government,aad the Throne Vacant ; and finally,diſpos'd ot it to the uſe of P.of Orange, 


Ibeſeech you, fend me word what Prefideats your Learned Councel brought for theſe Re- 
ſolves. Thoſe of the Spencers and other Traytors of thoſe times ? or thoſe of Cromwel!? 1 
khow none elſe who-maintained, that as often as a King Goyerns not according to Lay, his 
Sabjects may take Arms and compel him to it. But you know all Parliaments haye placed 
this.caſe amongſt Crimes of High Treaſon. | 
The truth is, you have berhought. your ſelves of a ſubtile expedient; which1 
ſhould be clapr for a colour upon your N—— viz, that yon did not vacate the Throne, 
but only fill'd it when it was vacant. But in good aith this 1s to top upon a whole Nation 
with your falſe diſtinctions. In virtue of what Law I beſeech you, could you declare the 
Throne vacant? can a parcel of Seditious Men, met at the tumultuous callof an Uſurper, 
give ſentence in ſuch a cauſe ? Is the Kingdom of England Eleftive ? and is there any uns 
conteſted Preſident to be foundywhich Authorizes the People todifſpoſe of the Crown,or de- 
clare it Vacant? canan Heriditary Kingdom become Vacant otherwiſe thanby the Death of 
the Lawful Occupant ? This way perhaps your new King might have made it Vacant; but 
tho' it were, is thereno Heir ? The Prince of Wales, for whole Birth all England, and the 
Prince of Orange himſelf ſo ſolemnly Congratulated with his Father, is He no longer in 
the world ? And is He not conſiderable enough to be thought of ? His age is not capable 
of breaking the Original Contratt, which you have fancy'd between King and People, and 
therefore the Throne, if it be Vacant, mult belsng to Him. I know the Prince of Orange 
would make a Counterfeit of Him, and this bzcomes his Conſcience. But tell me in yours, 
whether all theſe impotently malicious ſurmiſes, which are ſpread by his Emiſſa: ys, be not 
pably ſhameful ? So ſhameful, that he has not yet ventur'd to preſs you, as great an Influ- 
ence as he has among you, to come to a Declaration in that point. It is reſerved it ſeems to 
; your Parliament in which Oares and his Brethren of the Poſt, will ſwear ſome miſhappen 
Oath for Byrne: tolick over, and you upoa their credit enaCt him ſuppoſitions, in virtue of 
ſome new Law which ſhall reach backwards, as, Thar rhe Queens of England (to purpoſe) 
ſhall be no where validly Delivered, but in the Banquetting-Houle, borh Houſes of Parliament 
efent. 
_ ſay nothing of your Grievances, as much more cry than wool as there is in them. But 
I will ſtop a little at the New Oathes, which you ſubſtitute in place of thoſe which are 8 
pointed by Law. You, my Lord, have taken the Oaths of Allegiance, Supreamacy, and " 
Teft, as well as your Neighbours. Do-you believe thoſe Oaths oblig'd you to perform what 
you ſwore, and ty'd you to the = to whom you ſwore, or do you not # [n likelyhood you 
do nor, ſince thoſe Oaths notwithll | | 
againſt your Kirg, and to joyn with His Enemies : of neceſſity then, you muſt either be 
Perjur'd, or believe there 1s no regard to be had to Oaths, as indeed you were no Slaves to 
yours. We mult be confident Men to reproach the Papiſts longer with their Lyes and their 
Equivocations, (to which abundance of then are no greater Friends than we ) when your 
Convention not only teaches, but orders us to make ſach Afay-Games of our Oaths. Beſides 
they were Enatted by Parliament, the bare diſpenſing with which, in favour of Papifts, is 
a principal part of your Out-cry againſt His Majeſty ; with what face can you take them 
quite away, and pop in others in their room, you who by changing your Convention into 2 
Parliament, acknowledge you have not the Authority bf a Parliament ? How could youdo, 
what you make a Crime iri the Ring, who at worſt has an Authority, which you have not ? 
Zeal, I ſuppoſe, for Protefant Religion, will be pleaded for your Proceeding, and your 
ſtrange Votes againſt the King, And yet it would puzzle the moſt Religious Man: of quirk 
among you to cite the Article. of Prozeſtant: Religion, or Ad .concerning it, which juſtifie 
your Zeal. There is none which enables Subjefts ro diſpoſe of the Crown, in caſe their King 
ofcſs not the Proreſtare Religion. On the contrary, the laſt Att of Uniformity formally 
Gcteſts the Doctrine of thoſe who teach that Subjects may take up Arms againſt their King. 
And tho' ſome Law had made the Profeſſion of the Proreſtane Religion neceſſary, to be 
King of England, it were to be underſtood of the Proteſtant Religion Eſtabliſhed by Law : 
yet you take the boldneſs to declare the Throne Vacant, (whatever you pretend to in reali- 
ty) becaufe the King is of the Komiſh Religion,and at the fame time ſet up a Man who has al- 
ways been of a Re ——_ contrary to Law, as well as the king, ſince the Prince of Orange is 2 
Proteſtant Diſenter tor the Law is againſt ProtefFant Diſſenters as will as Papiits.But I ſee you 
take upon you to do, what the Fanaricks haye ſo often demanded, and no Legal Parliament 
yet wonld ever grant, to take away the Penal Laws from Proteſtant Diſſenters, and leave 
them ſtill in force againſt Papiſfs, Where I ask again, what Authority you have to alter the 
Laws, and what pretence to Diſpenſe with them, when you fall out with the King for Diſ- 
\ penſing? Turn itwhich way you.will, theſe Proceedings are unmaintainable, and as you 
are no Stranger to our Laws, you will 1 make no doubt, acknowledge that there is no 
ſpeaking of them and your Votes the ſame-day. |; 


yet 


anding, you thought your ſelf free to take up Arms 
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ther upon, your irregy 


rorgempt. of the Lab, Thoſe Seditious Paricides {tambled nor, as you do, at the Threſhold.” They demanded, 
and-{rho”-by vethhba | { a'Partjamenr, 'They acknowledged the Kings Power 'when' they mer, they 
ſought, agd (ro-his; 4a W | i 1 misfortune) got his conſent to8n At for: nor Diſolving or Proroging, 


1 I take a fancy.to chooſe a Maſter, 4 will pirch one of # higher rank, As my humour is, I ſhould rather, 
if Thad been. a Hellander, have obey'd the King of Spain, than 2 Gentleman of Germany ; and being an Engh/-man 
will never ſubmit to a man, whoſe Nobility is no higher rais'd above mine, And this is my Refohue upen the Queſti-" 
0x, which 1 believe, 1 ſhall always adhear, ler what will be offered to the contraty,....Ap der the Yifitel conſe. 
quexices, with which you threaten me, I hope they w; ; For we live in the Land of Reyolu- 
tions, where Changes higngcn'in 3 mpomeit, av ilivehs wi ; why.-if they #ifl nov Tet me Ray quietly 
-«x vomit; "1rilend 15 not'fo far off;  dyr thar { may flip hither; us I have 4 Title, 1 declare to you. before 

mand, that it the King cal a Parhament,- you are lik Ao head of Dameta:. 1 do not mean to be Deaf and 
Durnb chere, ns 1 have beento your Convention, Oriya oublec —_ Countrey-men, whom their Titles, 
ot other &nfide , make atſerable before a Par helend, If the rigour of the Law ſhould fall 
upon them, they <an/the leſs compltin, becauſe the ag ſer rhe 7i/Þ fo many examples of ſeverity, #nd 


»» 
7« #@ 


v #4 | 


that too in! the caſe of men, who bad done and ſaffere ok fas King, they cannot well expe&to be fpared by 
the Inf. The thoights grieve a man who loves bis Marie T ar fince all the Calamities, fill freſh in memory, 
which the i jon pawer'd upon the Kingdom, carog, extingviſh thar violent Anjmoſity, which ſom 

men huve fol Princes, who can complain or wandefy, if Providence permit it thoſe, which are nor ſo. 
I ſhall have at the fatisfaQion to have had no hand in ther will never with youf diftinftion of de fade, 


thy Gods O Ifracl, which have brought thee 
of the Presbyterions, who has broken in 
you from the Slavery of Arbitrary Power. 
fear,in Blood. God in his Mercy, will I hope, 
,ve may poſſibly live to ſee ſome ofrhem” 
Convention, and withour that Diſpenſing 
Halterlstive than the Legiſlative Power, for 
ve,or can do,can keep them clear of the guilt 


of High Treaſon,oto which they have run you Allzand theubalk Le th yanje ther our Lawſe) Ling moy $500 
return, and bury all Faults in an A& of Qbligighedhic gals thiggwbie can (ecyre. your Eftates, your urs, and 
erurn, ry 1n _ whe woy ic only th; -—- 4 "4 br to him for C thcel in the 
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Buz be was found co be in the right at Haft, 
tiers may not lacken our old Friendſhip, - 
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